
WILDLIFE PICTURE INDEX:

SAMUEL P. TAYLOR
Nestled in the rolling hills of Marin County, Samuel P. Taylor State Park’s 
diverse array of riparian areas, redwood groves, oak bay woodlands, 
chaparral, and grasslands support a wide range of wildlife. Trails, paved 
roads, camp sites, and several small buildings are also a part of the park’s 
landscapes. 

Twenty-two camera stations were installed in late September 2014 to help us 
learn more about how the park’s wildlife use these different areas. Ten 
percent of these cameras were placed in open habitats (e.g. grasslands), 65% 
were in closed habitats (e.g. forests), and the remaining 35% were in mixed 
habitat types. This summary includes results from September 2014 through 
February 2015.

The species of mammals observed within Samuel P. Taylor are those expected 
for the habitat types that were surveyed. Black-tailed deer were the species 
with by far the highest number of detections, as was also true for the other 
sites in the Marin Wildlife Picture Index Project area. Based upon a review of 
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initial wildlife images captured across all four land 
management agencies, the State Parks’ cameras have 
revealed presence of rarer species such as the spotted 
skunk and the river otter. Although not part of the 
study focus or design, more bat images were captured 
from the Samuel P. Taylor cameras than for any other 
study site.
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One Tam is a community-wide initiative of the Tamalpais Lands Collaborative (TLC) to ensure the long-term 
health of Mt. Tam. The TLC is a partnership of the Marin Municipal Water District, Marin County Parks, California 
State Parks, National Park Service, and Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy.
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